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Arts Core Program

The Marchutz School of Fine Arts is open to students and artists of all disciplines and levels. Its 
innovative, interdisciplinary approach to the arts combines readings in literature and philosophy 
with studio art training workshops and field studies. The Arts Core Program is available during 
the fall and spring semesters and the 6-week summer session.  

All IAU students have access to Fine Arts courses. Students enrolled in other schools (Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Business and International Relations, French Honors Program) may enroll in Marchutz courses. Studio 
fees may apply.

• Art Criticism and Aesthetics Seminar (3 credits)
• Painting and Drawing Studio (3 credits)

• Art Criticism and Aesthetics Seminar: The objective of this course is to improve critical awareness and
to refine judgment based on an exploration of universal principles through visual experience and a
wide variety of images (architectural, sculptural, painted, etc.). The seminar takes students into an in- 
depth study of the basic elements of form: color, value, light, and volume. Artworks and texts from
varying periods and cultures throughout history are compared and contrasted to explore diverse issues
such as the imagination, symbol in art, Zen principles in eastern art, motif, and tradition. (3 credits)

• Painting Studio & Drawing Studio: The studio painting and drawing courses aim to develop students'
capacity to look both into the visible world and into themselves with the intention of transforming their
vision into art. Students must enroll in one painting and one drawing course. This course is offered at
the 100, 200, and 300 level based on student experience. (6 credits)

• One French course and one optional elective course of the student's choosing in any discipline.
(3 - 6 credits)

Additionally, advanced students may participate in an optional Independent Studio Study. Students 
propose a semester-long project that requires approval by the Dean of the Marchutz School. (3 credits)

Summer Program (6 - 9 credits) - 6 weeks
All summer students in the Arts Core Program are enrolled in the following courses:

 Semester Program (15 - 18 credits) 
 All semester students in the Arts Core Program are enrolled in the following courses:

Students also have the option of enrolling in an additional elective course of their choosing. (3 credits)
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master of fine Arts (mfa) graduate degree

field studies & workshops

Overview of the MFA Program
The Marchutz School of Fine Arts offers a unique, two-year MFA degree program in painting or sculpture in Aix-en-
Provence, France. The 60-credit program is conducted in English and accepts artists of diverse interests and 
backgrounds. The program combines daily studio work, seminars, museum studies, field studies throughout 
Europe, professional internship opportunities, and a low-residency option. Seeing, synonymous with discovery, 
recognition, and discernment, is a core value of The Marchutz School of Fine Arts. The mission of the MFA 
program is to link contemporary artist concerns to a study of the visible world and to give students a cross-cultural 
viewpoint through extended study in the museums and galleries of Europe and the Mediterranean Basin.

Focus of the MFA Program
• Emphasizes the combination of studio arts process with liberal arts learning
• Encourages a comparative discipline of observation, perceptual analysis, and extensive museum and art

historical study
• Accentuates cross-cultural viewpoints through extended study in the cities, museums, and galleries  of

Europe and the Mediterranean Basin
• Allows students to form a coherent critical platform and an arts management process by which to present

their work
• Features integrated apprenticeship courses in studio art education models

Each semester students participate in academic field studies to European museums and cities. Students may visit such 
cities as Paris, Giverny, Venice, the Vaucluse, Arles, and St. Remy. In Aix-en-Provence, students will have the opportunity to 
visit the Chateaunoir, where artist Paul Cézanne lived and worked in the late 19th century, as well as Mont Sainte-Victoire, 
one of Cézanne's favorite subjects. Students' studio work informs the museum field studies, while seminar discussions 
and museum study enhance the on-site painting sessions.

Every year the Marchutz curriculum includes integrative 2-5 day workshops in various media given by visiting artists. 
Past workshops have been led by visiting faculty from UC Berkeley and The Cathedral of St. John the Devine. Art 
studios, classroom space, and offices are situated on the edge of Aix-en-Provence, a short walk from the city center 
and the main IAU buildings. The studio building was designed by prominent French architect Fernand Pouillon, and 
sits on an open-air, light-filled property to which the students have access throughout the year. The Marchutz School 
of Fine Arts hosts visiting artists and faculty each year who participate in presentations, symposia, and lectures sponsored by 
IAU and available to all students.

“Marchutz is a school that encourages its students to find their artistic vision, and pushes them to portray their view of the world through art. I 
immediately felt at ease in the studio, even when surrounded by artists with far more experience than myself. There was a certain comfort in the 
studio, even in the most challenging moments. It was the first time I truly felt that I was an artist."  

- Ciara Ruddock, Marchutz Core Program alumna and current MFA student
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